15 December 2025

O come, O come, Emmanuel!

Our city has gone through a mournful time in the past three weeks. A ruthless fire in
Tai Po has taken away 160 lives and damaged more than a thousand homes. Though
Christmas is approaching, our hearts are still heavy. Facing the heavy loss and sadness
in our city, we will certainly have a Christmas quite different from previous years. A
number of questions may popup in our mind: Why did God allow such a disaster to
happen in our hometown? Why God was so indifferent towards the victims in the fire?

Why didn’t God stop what was happening on that day?

A famous Christmas carol, or more precisely, a hymn for the period of Advent, has

come up on my mind. One of the verses is as follows:

O come, Thou Day-Spring, come and cheer,
Our Spirits by Thine Advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death's dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

The Hebrew word Emmanuel (7x129V) means “God is with us”. The hymn’s origin could
be traced back to the 8th century but has been widely used since the 12th century in
Europe. The melody commonly used is beautiful but has a melancholic mood. The tune
is so different when comparing to other Christmas carols. Over thousands of years, our
human race has been struggling with different sorts of suffering, darkness and sickness.
The hymn reminds us that when the promised Son comes, He could release us from
the gloomy clouds of night and death’s dark shadow. When His guiding radiance shines
upon us, our spirit could be cheered up. The question is, it seems that suffering and
darkness is still covering our globe long after the advent of Christ. Why? This question

may have puzzled believers in the mid-century Europe as it does to us.

Integrity and compassion are our focuses in the current academic year. They form
important elements in the teaching of our Christian faith. Our God is an awesome God

who always keeps His promises. He kept His promises to Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
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Moses and the Israelites. He kept his promise of salvation to all mankind through the
nativity of Jesus Christ. Because of compassion, he came to the world in human vesture
in a poor family. Because of compassion, he worked among the poorest during his life
ministry instead of the kings, the nobles or the religious leaders of His time. Integrity

and compassion formed part of the core of Jesus’ teaching.

When we started promoting integrity and compassion at the beginning of the school
term, we may not have a deep understanding on them or find any concern with us.
After the horrible and unfortunate incident in Tai Po, we may have a deeper
understanding and reflection on their importance. Without which could be a sin and
could cost the lives of many people. The question is not why God allowed it but the
harmful effects of human sins. If the fire-proof nets on the scaffold had never been
mixed unauthorizedly with the inflammable nets, many lives may have been spared. If
those involved in the construction had compassion, faked certification of the nets and
the flammable polystyrene boards may not be used on the site. Perhaps, the tragedy
may not have happened. If out of compassion, the fire alarm has not been turned off

despite its troublesome, the death toll may not be so unfathomably high.

Human sins could be destructive and caused many to be trapped in the gloomy clouds
of night and death’s dark shadow. Yet in this unfortunate incident we could still identify
the bright side of humanity. The fireman who has sacrificed himself in combatting the
fire, the security guard who has stayed inside the building trying his best to inform
residences to escape, the domestic helper who has accompanied her elderly master
to safety, the donation from the general public including our parents, students and

teachers all showing that integrity and compassion can be found among us.

My boys and girls, the tragedy reminds us that if more people are walking in the way
of Christ and honouring integrity and compassion, many lives could have been saved.
Christmas reminds us of an important message: Emmanuel--God is with us! He comes
to us out of compassion and keeping His promise! May His comfort and loving radiance
touch the hearts of all those affected by the incident. May His healing power come
upon all those who are still struggling for recovery. May his blessing cure the wound
of our beloved city. When more people are walking in the light of God and when more

people honour integrity and compassion, such tragedy may never happen again.

Emmanuel!
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